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“Where there is no vision the people will perish...” Proverbs 29:18

—manor

Weekly Edition

April 9-15, 2008

What Would Isaiah Do?
(About Reverend Wright)

“We cannot spend all of our money, time, and energy,
making war on others, without it destroying our own lives.”

By Rebecen
Kaplan
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rapged, shocked,
ond fronkly eonfised about
v to understand the sermons
of Reverend Jorcmial Wiight.
They feel they must denouree
them, of distance themscelves,
or call ther hostile, | wosder

fe whom they are comparing’

hine, D they el his approsch

is “inappropriate’ compared fo

other powerfal spiritual fewd-

ere?  What would laaiah, for

cxatnple, do_or say, i tis <io-
-ation? N wauld be:

“Hear, () heavens, and give
ear, O earih, for the LORD
hasle spoken: Chilidren I frave
reaved, amd Browght wp, and
they Rgve rebelled  ageinst
mee. .. Al sl safion, o
people Taden with fniguity, o
seedl of evif-doers, chifdren
that deal corvuprly: they Rave
Jorsaken the LORD, thep fve
comlemned e Holy (e af
Tsrael, they are furned away
Birckward. On what part will
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Reverend Jereminh Wright
ye et De srricken, seeing ye
sty away mrare and more?
Thre wlrerle lrewd 58 stek, aond tre
wirere frewrt fivins. Yo Cowne
irp fs desplate; pour cities wre
brrred with five; ponr fand,
Mrangers dovonl i iR ponr
Jresence, daind i s desolete, ax
wvertirromwr by Ferads, ™
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Today the TV news says,
*How could any worlhy spiri-
tual leader say that their nation
hes been damped by God?™
wed, this was ofien the role of
the prophets w Lell their na-
lign fhat theit own miseonduct
mighd have some role g play in
their suffering, and lo uree new
behavigrs.

i puess, singe the religious
teochers [ Failow guote Tsaiah,

they would tell me to leave my
congregalion, since no candi-
date for public office can pos-
sibly be pespected i they par-
ticipate in a faith traditon that
sy such “rwdieal™ things?
Where did the TV pundils
suddenly get the- notion that

Uhere i something wrong with:

saying that we shal] reap what
wie sow (JTob 4:8)7 I'm guess-
ing iz becawse they never read
the bille, or didn't understand
i,

The prophet lsajalt shame-
lessty tells the people of his
nation ot they have boen
dammed by CGod, due to their
conduct. He secks to bring
their attention 1o prablems and
sufferng, and urpe pn-:uplﬂ to
seek justice.

This has ofien becn ll'n:
role of prophets and spiritual
lenders -« to wrge people into
a bemer direction, somerimes
through the wse of strong lan-
ouage, mcluding welling people
that Grod s unhappy with their
migeenuct,

The facithat we reapwhat we
sow, wie horvest what we plant,
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i gimply 2 slaternent of ruth. 1 does not
imatter whether we call the enforcer of (hat
truth “God™ or the "ecosystem™ -- it simply
is true that we all live downstream; we can-
fot poisen athers withoul it impacting our-
selves. We cannot spend all of our maney,
time, and energy, making war on others,
waithunil 1 desiroying our owm lives,

This has been ihe point that leaders like
Tzuiah hive been trying Lo make for thou-
sands of vears, Rev, Wright was speaking
Fully within the biblieal tradition. He was
fulfilling, not overturning, the teachings of
1l seriptures.

-Kebecea Kaplan 5

{The author is o part-tine bible tescher,
regiemal slected offigial residing in Qalk-
land, California, and condidate for the
Chikland City Council at-larec seat in the
June 3rd, 2008 election).
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